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  Montgomery Presbyterian Church
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www.mpcsavannah.com
              “We’re Just A Click Away”

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
"Many thanks from the family of Thomas C. Goodman for the concern and condolences during his year-long illness and recent death.  I appreciate all the phone calls, visits, cards, flowers, food, and prayers from the Montgomery congregation. God bless you all."

~Ann                                                                                                                                                       

Attention:  All MPC Ringers – don’t forget we will have bell practice on Wednesday, July 15th and 22nd to prepare to play on Sunday, July 26th, for Craig's ordination/installation.
Kayak/Canoe Outings - We need volunteers to lead Canoe and Kayak outings in and around Savannah - if you would like to lead an outing to Little Tybee or elsewhere, E-mail bje.sav@gmail.com. You do not have to be a church member. We also have several members looking to purchase a good used or new kayak at a reasonable price. If you have one you would like to sell or donate to the church, let us know.
Flowers Needed for the Sanctuary  Flowers can be placed in celebration of birthdays, anniversaries, achievements, graduations, etc. or in memory of loved ones. Sometimes they are placed to glorify God. Regardless, they always help to beautify the sanctuary and when worship is over, they can beautify your home or the home of one of our shut-ins. MPC currently enjoys a relationship with Bobbi's Bud's & Balloons, 234-5022, and John Davis Florist, 233-6077. Both of these businesses have a key to the church and will deliver your flowers for you. Sign up today!

MPC FUNNIES
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DADDY, HOW
WAS IT POSSIBLE
FOR JESUS TO FEED
FIVE THOUSAND PEOPLE.
WITH ONLY FIVE LOAVES
OF BREAD AND
TWO FISHES?

by Dan Lietha

JESUS.
CREATED THE
ENTIZE. UNIVERSE.
MAKING LLNCH WAS
NO PROBLEM





Years ago when my two girls were small, they were taught how to say their blessing before eating their meal. One night as I was busy scurrying around the kitchen, I told them both to stay their blessings without me. I took a moment to watch them as they both squeezed their eyes tightly shut over folded hands. As my 4-year-old finished, her 3-year-old sister kept on praying.
Another minute or two passed before she lifted her head, looked at her plate, and in an indignant voice said, “Hey! My peas are still here!”

An Old Farmer's Advice:  (Submitted by Sheridan Denny)
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*Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and bull-strong. *
*Keep skunks and bankers at a distance.*
*Life is simpler when you plow around the stump.*
*A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor.*
*Words that soak into your ears are whispered...not yelled.*
*Meanness don't jes' happen overnight.*
*Forgive your enemies. It messes up their heads.*
*Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you.*
*It don't take a very big person to carry a grudge.*
*You cannot unsay a cruel word.*
*Every path has a few puddles.*
*When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.*
*The best sermons are lived, not preached.
*Most of the stuff people worry about ain't never gonna happen anyway.*
*Don't judge folks by their relatives.*
*Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.*
*Live a good, honorable life. Then when you get older and think back, you'll enjoy it a second time.*
*Don't interfere with somethin' that ain't bothering you none.*
*Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a Rain dance.*
*If you find yourself in a hole, first thing to do is stop diggin'.*
*Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got.*
*The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever have to deal with, watches you from the mirror every mornin'.*
*Always drink upstream from the herd.*
*Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from bad judgment.*
*Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin' it back in.*
*If you get to thinkin' you're a person of some influence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around.*
*Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply.*                           

*Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God.
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The Christian Education Committee invites you to a meeting after church on Sunday, July 12th, to discuss the Fall Sunday School Season; possible plans in August for Summer of Arts (Music, Art, Baking, Gardening, Crochet, Wood Work??); an outing for the youth (Summer Waves, Splash in the Boro, etc.?). We also need to get some firm plans in place for recruiting younger adults and teens and were thinking of doing an informal meeting group on weekends with open discussion and free food and entertainment, so would like to get everyone's input and ideas and could use volunteers if we want to proceed with any of the above projects. We will tentatively meet in the Pathfinders room behind the kitchen after church on Sunday, July 12th. If you can't meet then but have ideas or input, just let Beverly English or Al Lang know. We want to get the Sunday School program growing as it greatly benefits the lives of those who attend and helps make them stronger in their Christian faith. It is also one of the best ways to get to know your fellow churchgoers on a closer basis.
Minute For Mission

Summer Project Underway
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Summer fun has begun at the Jenkins Boys' Club. This summer we are conducting arts and crafts projects at the club every Tuesday afternoon from 2:00 to 4:00 for boys in the 7 to 9 year old range. Volunteers are still needed. Even if you are not a "crafty" person, extra hands are needed as helpers. We will be tye-dying, decorating cookies, making knot bracelets, soap carving, and other fun activities. Please contact Kit Miller at 356-0231 or Bruce Kirwan at 355-9781 if you are able to participate.

[image: image8.wmf]A Message from the Pope:
Ashley and I are so glad to finally be here with everyone at Montgomery!  Over the past 4 weeks I have become proficient at using a power drill, assembling IKEA furniture, and winning The War Against the Weeds in our backyard.  It is so good to be in Coastal Georgia – the Live Oak, Southern Magnolia, palms, and marshes remind me everyday of God’s beauty and the sheer grace of the wonder of being alive.  The little hospitality of a kind greeting at the store or on a walk are refreshing and, while seemingly insignificant, can provide the sort of sudden happiness and hope that come when we receive unexpected kindness from perfect strangers.  At the church, everyone has made us feel so welcome and at home, and we are deeply grateful that God has brought us together with all of you at Montgomery to be the Body of Christ at 10192 Ferguson Avenue.  Speaking of that address, I can typically be found at the church between the hours of 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  Anyone who would like to drop by is always welcome.  Also, I am available for lunches, coffee/tea time, home visits, and counseling.  Just send me an email at pastorcraig@mpcsavannah.com or call my cell phone at (912) 230-3683.  


Now that summer is officially here, there are many activities to choose from.  I would like to recommend one old-fashioned summer activity that is always a bargain and can be done in rain or shine:  doing nothing.  That’s right, just plain ole’ doing nothing.  If you can’t take a vacation to a choice destination, then simply find some time for the front porch or stoop, grab some sweat tea (or your beverage of choice), and recline.  We all need time to take a deep breath, relax, and let our minds and bodies just “be.”  Paul Tillich wrote a book in the 1960’s that was quite popular entitled The Courage to Be, which discussed overcoming meaninglessness, fear, and despair by finding our true life in Christ.  That is an important message, but the one I recommend for us this summer is what I call The Courage to Beach.  That is, the courage to do nothing; to consider the lilies of the field, the trees of the yard, and the sand of the shore, and find that in the emptiness of not doing, there is the fullness of God’s presence.  As the psalmist says, “Taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8).  

Peace, Pastor Craig
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Dear U.S. Congregational Life Survey Coordinator:
 
Good news!!  We have begun producing customized reports for each
congregation that participated in the U.S. Congregational Life Survey
last fall.  Again, we apologize for the delay.  Because there are
thousands of congregations that will receive reports, it might be a week or two until yours arrive.

Your congregation will receive online access to your results and the
following resources by mail:

- Three reports that summarize the responses of your worshipers and compare their responses to those of worshipers across the U.S.  
- Two DVDs, two books, and leader guides that will help you and others in the congregation understand your summary reports and use them for the good of the congregation.

 
Details about what you’ll receive and other free resources are available on our Website at:

 
http://www.uscongregations.org/resources-for-using-surveyresults.htm  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 1-888-728-7228 ext. 2040, or research@pcusa.org. 

 
Sincerely,
Deborah Bruce, JoElla Anderson, Hilary Harris

U.S. Congregational Life Survey

A Word from the Diaconate:  Three 20’s Yield a Rich Return
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We think often of money in today’s economy, but there are other forms of wealth.  One way to enrich yourself is to spend a little of your time visiting the lonely, feeding the hungry, praying for those in need, etc.  These simple acts have a great impact on the recipient, but the unexpected dividend is the blessing the donor receives.  The gift need not be great.  The feeling of being alone and forgotten is dissipated instantly by a phone call or a visit.  A person with a particular need is immediately empowered by a helping hand.  An encouraging word provides renewed hope.  It is the darkness of circumstance that powerfully magnifies the smallest light.  


We, then, take our small light, our fishes and loaves, our 20-minute intervals of time, and offer them up as a sacrifice.  The yield is rich and pleasing.  See for yourself!  Make a phone call (5 minutes).  Linger to chat (10 minutes). Drop off a simple meal (30 minutes). Visit a shut-in or nursing home resident (60 minutes).  Seek to invest three 20’s over the next month and watch in awe as your gift yields surprising and unexpected dividends.

Diaconate Report


The ministry of the Diaconate includes four scheduled visits each year to nursing home residents and shut-ins.  These occur on or around Easter, July 4th, Halloween/Thanksgiving, and Christmas.  Recently, I visited two special people in Tara Nursing Home on Father’s Day.  An Easter basket remained in one room from the last visit.  A daughter said that her father always remembers me by name, and that’s not true of everyone these days.  The small, artificial bouquets and candy that I took would be inconsequential in a different circumstance, but here they are daily reminders that someone cares.


The hospitals are more cheerful, thanks to Susie Conley.


On Sunday, the coffee is always on and a friendly greeting is waiting for you, thanks to Bill Fulmer.

Debbie Rice-Reagan
Quote(s) of the Month

In honor of the 4th of July, some quotes from my favorite Founder, Thomas Jefferson:  

On Simplicity: 

“I long to be in the midst of the children, and have more pleasure in their little follies than in the wisdom of the wise.  I had rather be shut up in a very modest cottage, with my books, my family, and a few old friends, dining on simple bacon, and letting the world roll on as it liked, than to occupy the most splendid post, which any human power can give.”

· Thomas Jefferson was what modern psychologists call an “introvert.” 

On Jesus: 

“He pushed his scrutinies into the heart of man; erected his tribunal in the region of his thoughts, and purified the waters at the fountain head.  A system of morals is presented to us, which, if filled up in the style and spirit of the rich fragments he left us, would be the most perfect and sublime that has ever been taught by man.”  

· Jefferson created his own bible by cutting out and pasting all the teachings of Jesus commonly referred to as the Jefferson Bible, which he entitled The Philosophy of Jesus.  

On Freedom of Conscience: 

“I never submitted the whole system of my opinions to the creed of any party of men whatever, in religion, in philosophy, in politics, in anything else, where I was capable of thinking for myself.  Such an addiction is the last degradation of a free and moral agent.  If I could not go to heaven but with a party, I would not go there at all.” 

· This sort of emphasis upon freedom of thought is what drove Jefferson’s push for the separation of Church and State. 

On Presbyterians: 

“The Presbyterian clergy are the loudest, the most intolerant of all sects, the most tyrannical, the most ambitious…” 

· Thomas Jefferson to William Short, April 13, 1820  (Ha! Even so, I think TJ would have enjoyed our church.)







